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To His Grace CHARLES Duke of Richmond, &c. &c. & c. Lord 
Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland, 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 

W E the undersigned, Commissioners appointed for inquiring into the several 
Funds and Revenues granted by public or private Donations, for the pur- 
poses of Education, and into the state and condition of all Schools upon public 
or charitable foundations in Ireland, beg leave to submit to your Grace the 
result of our anxious Deliberations on the subject of extending and improving 
the Education of the lower orders of the People in this part of the United 
Kingdom. We have not been deterred from entering upon this subject by the 
difficulties peculiar to this Country, with which we are aware it is attended, and 
we have been anxious, as early as possible, to meet the expectations of your 
Grace and the Government of Ireland, whose solicitude on the subject of a Plan 
for the general Education of the lower orders of the People of Ireland, to be 
suggested by this Board, was evinced in the Letter addressed to our Secretary on 
the 17th day of January 1811, by your Grace’s late principal Secretary, the Right 
Honourable William Wellesley Pole. 

We have applied our efforts to the framing of a System, which, whilst it shall 
afford the opportunities of Education to every description of the lower classes 
of the People, may at the same time by keeping clear of all interference with 
the particular Religious Tenets of any, induce the whole to receive its benefits 
as one undivided Body, under one and the same System, and in the same 
Establishments. 

That the present Establishments for the Instruction of the lower orders, though 
extremely numerous, are inadequate as a system of general Education, we were 
fully convinced in the course of our Inquiries into their extent and condition : 
and their insufficiency, we have reason to believe, is very imperfectly supplied 
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by the un- cud owed Schools, though their number appears by the Returns made to 
Government jin the Year 1808, 'to bear as great a proportion every where to the 
Population as in most other parts of the United Kingdom; so that if they were 
duly attended to, and under the care of Masters properly qualified, the lower orders 
of this Country would have less reason, perhaps, to complain of their Education 
being neglected, than those of England, or even of Scotland itself; at the same 
time we are encouraged by this circumstance to hope, that if a Scheme for such 
improvement were judiciously planned, and carefully executed, it would meet 
with very general success, from the favourable disposition, and strong desire 
for Instruction prevailing universally among those to whom the means of obtaining 
a more complete and effectual course of it would thus, we may presume, be not 
more frankly offered, than cordially accepted. 

That such will be its acceptance we shall indulge the more confident expecta- 
tion, if all interference with the particular Religious Tenets of those who are to 
receive that Instruction shall in the first instance be unequivocally disclaimed, 
and effectually guarded against. We conceive this to be of essential importance 
in any new Establishments for the Education of the lower classes in Ireland, 
and we venture to express our unanimous opinion, that no such plan, however 
wisely and unexceptionably contrived in other respects, can be carried into effec- 
tual execution in this Country, unless it be explicitly avowed, and clearly under- 
stood, as its leading principle, that no attempt shall be made to influence or 
disturb the peculiar Religious Tenets of any Sect or description of Christians. 
Flow a strict forbearance from any such attempt: may be rendered consistent 
with a considerable degree of Religious Instruction in general wo trust may appear 
in the Sequel of this Report, to the proper subject of which we shall proceed to 
solicit your Grace’s attention, after a short recapitulation of the subjects and 
substance of the Reports which we have already presented, and a Review of what 
may be. considered as the present state and extent of" the several provisions for 
the Education of the lower classes, as deduced from those Reports, and from the 
Returns of the un-endowed Schools already alluded to ; observing, however, that 
to these must he added a considerable number of Roman Catholic Seminaries in 
various parts of Ireland, particularly in great Towns, supported principally, we 
believe, by Bequests, private Contributions, and Subscriptions, hut of which we 
have not any accurate Returns. 

The principal. objects of the Inquiries in which we have been employed may be 
reduced to two Heads, the Schools endowed for Classical Education, and those 
endowed for gratuitous Education, in Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic only, in 
many of which Schools the Children of the lower orders are not only educated, 
but clothed and maintained. 

Of the former description some are of Royal Foundation, some under the 
Board of Erasmus Smith ; Twenty are endowed in the same number of Dioceses, 
under an Act passed in Ireland in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and about 
fifteen were founded by the munificence of private individuals. 

The Schools of Royal Foundation are those of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskil- 
len, Raphoe, Cavan, Banagher, and Carysfort, the united Endowments of which 
amount to £. 5,800 per annum, and the number of Scholars taught in them at the 
time of making our Report, to about 360, but of these very few arc instructed 
gratis , there being a general reluctance to accept of such a favour. 

The Classical Schools under the direction of Erasmus Smith’s Board are those 
of Drogheda, Galway, Tipperary, and Ennis, the united Endowments of which 
may be estimated at £. 1,000 per annum, and the number of Scholars at the time 
of making our Report upon them was 277*. 

The Diocesan Schools are, those of Tuam, Ardah, Cashel, Kildare, Down, 
Connor, Leighlin, Ferns, Elphin, Meath, Limerick, Ardfert, Killaloe, Derry, 
Dromore, Cork, Ross, Clogher, Cloyne, and Ossory, the united Emoluments 
of which amount to about £.820 per annum, and the number of Scholars to 
about 428. 



* The numbers mentioned throughout this Report are those returned to us at the periods of making 
tfur former Reports, and we believe will be found to be less than the present number, in these 
Public Establishments. 

The 
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The Classical Schools of private foundation are in number about Fifteen, 
the most important of which, those of Navan and Ballyroan were the subject 
of our Second Report, to which, as we are unwilling to repeat it, we beg 
leave to refer ; on the remainder, as we have very recently laid an Account of 
them before your Grace, in our Twelfth Report, we think it unnecessary to 
enter into any detail. 

Under the Second Head above mentioned of Schools for the Education of 
the lower classes, we shall beg leave more especially to state herein the principal 
Establishments for that purpose, as they are more particularly connected with the 
subject of this Report. They are the Protestant Charter Schools, The Blue-Coat 
Hospital, the Foundling Hospital, the Hibernian School, and the Marine School, 
besides those of private foundation, amounting in number to about Sixty, as 
appears in our Thirteenth Report, and which we deem it unnecessary to recapitu- 
late here. 

In the Charter Schools, Thirty-nine in number, 2,251 Children were, at the 
time of making our Report upon those Institutions, lodged, clothed, maintained 
and educated, at an average expense of £.13 44-. each, and on a very strict 
Inquiry, in the course of which all those Schools were visited and examined, under 
the direction of this Board, by most respectable Persons, it appeared, as we had the 
satisfaction of reporting to your Grace, that they were in a flourishing state, the 
Education in them efficacious and practical, and in every respect such as put it 
beyond the reach of private defamation or public censure. 

In the Blue-Coat Hospital we found that 1 30 Boys were maintained and clothed, 
instructed in English, Euclid, Navigation, and various branches of Practical Mathe- 
matics, in which several of them had made very considerable proficiency, and they 
receive besides, a religious education. 

This institution is under the direction of the Corporation of the City of Dublin, 
and the expense amounts to about £.16 per annum, for the clothing and main- 
tenance of each Boy, to which, if the expenses of the Establishment be added, it 
will give an addition of £. 8 per annum for each Boy. 

The Foundling Hospital, designed principally to save the Lives of those Children 
who would otherwise perish in consequence of the poverty or the profligacy of 
their Parents, receives Infants from the time of their Birth, provides them with 
Nurses in the Country, and at a certain age receives them back, and maintains, 
clothes, and educates them, till fit to be apprenticed ; the Average number of 
Infants admitted yearly being upwards of 2,000, and the very great care taken 
of them having diminished the Mortality incident to the age, and the very un- 
favourable circumstances under which they are brought to the Hospital, about 
Four hundred will annually return, at the age of eight years, to the Institution, 
to be educated; accommodation for 1 ,600 " should therefore be provided, with 
Funds adequate to their support, even on the supposition that so great a number 
as 400 can be annually apprenticed from it, and that too at the early age of 
Twelve Years. 

The Establishment denominated Wilson ' s Hospital was founded by a Gentleman 
of that name, who bequeathed Estates, producing at present upwards of £.3,000 
per annum, for the maintenance of a certain number of Old Men, and of a 
number of Boys, not exceeding 150* The Estates ol this Charity will soon 
rise very considerably, and the Trustees will be enabled to increase the number 
of Boys, which at the time of making our Report amounted to 107, and to 
extend the Plan of Education, so as to render this Institution eminently useful. 

The Hibernian School, which is supported principally by Parliamentary Grants, 
and which was instituted for the maintenance and education of the Children of 
Soldiers, contains 300 Boys, and hall that number of Girls, and affords to that 
destitute Class the protection which is so justly due ; this Establishment is soon 
to be considerably augmented, and to receive such improvements as will render 
it in every respect complete. 

The Hibernian Marine School, supported also by Parliamentary Grants, was 
designed for the purpose of maintaining and educating the Children ol Seamen, 
and contained, when we made our Report, only 110 Boys, though there are 
Accommodations for 160; and on this Charity, so important to a Maritime 
744. Country, 
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Country, we have been obliged to make a Report to your Grace, which we a 
unwilling here to repeat, and which wc hope, were an Inquiry now to be instituted 6 
it would be in our power to alter to one more satisfactory. " 

Thus it appears from the Reports which we have already presented to your 
Grace, that there are 33 endowed Classical Schools in Ireland, (besides several 
others of private foundation, which are mentioned in our Report, No. 1 2 ) the 
united Emoluments of which amount to about £. 9,000 per annum, and the number 
of Scholars educated in them to nearly 1,000. "" 

And that, exclusive of the Parish Schools in the City of Dublin, and of other 
Schools in different places, supported by private Endowments (which latter we do 
not here recapitulate, as they are contained in our Report, No. 13). There arc 44 
Public Establishments for the Education of the lower classes, in which upwards of 
4,200 Children are lodged, maintained, clothed, and educated, at an annual exnensa 
of about £. 70,000. ' 1 



In the course of the various and very extensive Examination which our inouiries 
into the Management of those numerous Establishments have let us into we 
beg leave to assure your Grace, that we have anxiously suugliL to obtain ’such 
information as might enable us to submit to your Grace an accurate Account of 
the nature and extent of tile Instruction, which the Schools frequented by the 
Children of the lower classes in this Country usually afford, and of the effect upon 
the Pi mciples and Morals of that important part of the Community likely to be 
produced by the Education received in them ; directing our attention especially 
to such circumstances as might indicate the most practical Improvements, and 
the manner m which they may be attempted with the greatest probability of 



The most important facts with which we have became acquainted in the course 
of these Inquiries, we now beg leave to lay before your Grace ; and to submit the 
outline of a Plan, which we conceive to be calculated to extend to the lower classes 
such Education as is suited to their station in society, so far at least as seems to us 
attainable in the present circumstances of this country. 

Returns have been communicated to us from 17 Dioceses out of the «* into 
which Ireland is divided, and from them it appears, that, exclusive of the Cha- 
ritable Institutions there are 3,736 Schools in these Dioceses, in which are 
taught , 62,467 Children, of which number 43,490 are Protesla, ts, and ,6 977 
Catholics*!^ 0 ‘ CS ' ° the Sd,00lmastel : s ’ W« are Protestants, and 2,46,3 Roman 



Hence we collect, as these Dioceses may be estimated to contain four-fifths of 
the 1 opulation of Ireland, that the whole number of Schools (including the Parochial 

average ofTm, fVsT’ T* “‘f Sch ,° lars tau S ht in tllcl '‘ t0 region, being an 
average of 43 to each School; and as these Returns were made ..encrully ill the 

winter, when many Children are unable to attend, and as itinerant Schoolmaster! 

confiden^timZreZ consldera,jle ) a .r c frequently not included in them, wc are 
confident that moie than 200,000 Children of the poorer classes receive annually 
such sort of Instruction as those Schools afford. annually 

Reldl wt'iff,! 0 "’ m a VC ^ fm i,1Stanccs > “t™ds no farther than 

fre 0 g L ' e t t c?. i r ml0n Rules of Arithmetic ; and the prices paid 
are oil an average Ten Shillings per annum for Readme Seventeen Shillings 

, ? s adSd'-'Xt%^ le Th^r ti " g ’ , a " T d ° ne Pound Six Shill '"g* where Arithmetic 
1-Sed to Z m ' 1 ted In f trUCtion the ™ in general very 

description and® 1 £""8 t , bee » ‘^‘“elves taught in Schools of a simiJ 
remS , 4 „S T, q “.- n y d a efic,ent ln Information, unacquainted with 
steady and ™ accustomed ‘o that discipline, from the 

Stion aZi a™*™”" 1 ° f wWch S °“ c of *« advantages of 

of the Masters m th» ,*°' vei dasse,s the people, which limits the recompense 
Masters to the low rates above mentioned, and thus holds out no tempta- 



’ S “ N ° >• t Sec Appendix, N" e. 

tion 
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tion to a better class to undertake the office of Instructors, produces effects if 
possible still worse, by incapacitating them from purchasing such books as are 
fit for children to _ read : whence it frequently happens, that instead of being 
improved by Religious and Moral Instruction, their minds are corrupted by 
books calculated to incite to lawless and profligate adventure, to cherish super- 
stition, or to lead to dissension or disloyalty. 



Fiom the facts here stated we conceive it clearly to appear, that the lower 
c ass of the people in Ireland are extremely anxious to obtain Instruction for 
thmr children, even at an expense, which, though small, very many of them can 
ill afford ; and there is a circumstance to which we beg leave to call your Grace’s 
attention, that puts this desire in a yet stronger point of view,— we mean the 
existence of Evening Schools, established (and in one parish there are Eleven of 
them) for the instruction of those children whose service during the day their 
parents could not afford to lose. J 



Were it therefore even admitted that the benefits of Education are not to 
the lower classes of the people as great as we conceive them to be, yet the necessity 
ot assisting m obtaining it for them in this country would not be diminished 
but increased ; for such Education as has been objected to under the idea of its 
leading to evil rather than to good, they arc actually obtaining for themselves; 
and though we conceive it practicable to correct it, to check its progress appears 
impossible,— it may be improved, but it cannot be impeded. 

To substitute for the ill-taught and ill-regulated Schools which we have 
been describing, a systematic and uniform Plan of Instruction, such as should 
gratify the desire of Information, which manifests itself among the lower 
classes of the People of Ireland, and at the same time form those habits of 
1 egulai lty and discipline which are yet more valuable than mere learning it 
appears to us necessary, that Commissioners should be appointed, with exten- 
sive powers, as we shall more fully describe in the subsequent parts of this 
Report. r 

With respect to the selection of these Commissioners, it does not appear to 
belong to us to enter into any particular suggestions,— that on their abilities, 
liberality and prudence, and on the general confidence to be placed in them, 
the success of the plan will depend, we deem it almost superfluous to remark. 

We recommend that, in the first place, those Commissioners be instructed to 
apply to the Governors of all the existing Establishments for the Education of 
the lower classes, wherever the information which has been received by us 
shall appear to be insufficient, and to require from them Returns of the several 
Institutions over which they preside, such as may enable them to ascertain in 
what Districts Supplementary Schools, to be put under the direction of Pro- 
testant or Roman Catholic Masters, as the circumstance of the case may render 
eligible, are most immediately necessary, which Schools the Commissioners 
should be empowered to found, to endow, and to regulate. The check which the 
existing Schools would receive, were the superintendence of them to he trans- 
ferred to the proposed Commissioners,— the difficulty of changing lon<r settled 
Establishments, and the waste of time to the Commissioners, who would be 
much more profitably employed in forming new Seminaries, than in altering old 
ones,— induce us strongly to recommend that the Institutions which now exist 
should remain under their present managers; and that the spirit of improvement 
already manifested among them should be left to operate undisturbed, under 
the influence of that emulation which the new Establishments would naturally 
excite. 



For the purpose of ascertaining more exactly the number of those Supple- 
mentary Schools, — for selecting proper situations for erecting and establishing 
them where wanted,— for prescribing the mode of education to be pursued,— 
and for the general superintendence of them,— we are of opinion that a Board 
of Commissioners, as above mentioned, should be appointed, under the autho- 
rity of an Act of Parliament, empowering them to receive and dispose of Par- 
liamentary Grants for building and endowing Schools,— to purchase or accept 
Conveyances for the Sites of such Schools, — to decide, in the last resort, on 
the appointment, conduct, and dismissal of Masters,— to prescribe the course 
and mode of Education — to provide for the expense of furnishing Books, — and to 
744- B have 
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have a general control over the whole of the proposed Establishments for the 
Instruction of the lower classes. 

The first object which we would recommend to the attention of this Board 
would be, as we have already mentioned, to ascertain from the information which 
they will collect, as well as from the Examination of that already in our possession, 
in what situations it may be proper to proceed to the establishment of Supple- 
mentary Schools. It may at this early period he premature to attempt to form 
any estimate of the expense of founding and endowing such Schools, as the number 
that may be required can be but vaguely conjectured ; we may however be 
allowed, from a view of the scale upon which the Governors of Erasmus Smith’s 
Schools arc now proceeding in the foundation of similar establishments, and which 
seems to have been adopted on sufficient consideration, to estimate that each School 
would be a charge on the Government of about Five hundred Pounds tor Building, 
exclusive of the purchase of Sites, and an annual Salary of £. ;jo lor the Master of each. 

Some time, perhaps, must elapse, before the Commissioners can have, procured 
the necessary information, to prepare them for entering on the part of their 
duty we have been last describing. But that interval may lm most usefully 
employed in forwarding a measure of the highest importance to the success of 
any plan of National Instruction, we mean that of preparing a sufficient num- 
ber of Teachers, competently qualified to convey that instruction; we have 
already adverted to the deplorable want of such qualification in a great majority 
of those who now teach in the common Schools, and to the pernicious conse- 
quences arising from it; their ignorance, we have reason to believe, is not 
seldom their least disqualification; and the want of proper books often com- 
bines with their own opinions and propensities, in introducing into their 
Schools such as are of the worst tendency. Even for Schools of a superior 
description, and under better control, there is a general complaint, that proper 
Masters cannot be procured without much difficulty ; and we are persuaded 
that a more essential service could not be rendered to the State, than by 
carrying into effect a practicable mode of supplying a succession of well-qualified 
Instructors for the children of the lower classes. It fortunately happens, 
that there are in this country existing establishments, as well Roman Catholic 
as Protestant, which, we are persuaded, might with little difficulty give effectual 
assistance towards this great national purpose. This tin.' Commissioners 
would find no difficulty in arranging with the Governors of the several Insti- 
tutions. In such arrangements, and indeed in the whole of this part of 
the scheme, much will of course depend upon the discretion of the Com- 
missioners, and we recommend that they should he directed and required to 
apply themselves immediately to the preparing a sufficient number of well- 
qualified Masters, to undertake the conduct of such Supplementary Schools as 
they should from time to time proceed to endow ; the progress would naturally 
be gradual, and time would thus be allowed for competent Masters to be pre- 
pared for them. 



In their choice of situation for the supplementary Schools, the Commissioners 
should be directed not solely by the apparent necessity for them, from the want 
of proper, or oi any Schools, but partly by the facilities afforded for a proper 
establishment for the Master, and partly by the prospect of their succeeding to 
such a degree as to hold out example and encouragement for their further 
progress and success. 



We are willing to hope that in Schools thus advantageously situated, the 
general adoption of, and a steady adherence to, a course of Education manifestly 
superior in its inode and objects of Instruction, and uniting a careful attention to 
Moral and Religious Principles, with an evident purpose of respecting the peculiar 
Tenets of different Sects of Christians, would excite at first in their immediate 
neighbourhood, and by degrees in every part of Ireland, a strong prepossession in 
favour of such Establishments, and effectually obviate any prejudices that might 
have been entertained against them. 



During the period in which the Commissioners may be employed in the pre- 
paratory Inquiries already alluded to, their attention may also be directed to the 
selection of proper Books for the use of all the Schools under their management ; 
it being our opinion, that nothing should be taught in any of them without 
the express approbation of the Commissioners, nor any Book introduced which 

has 
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has not been sanctioned by them ; and from the execution of this part of the Plan 
we anticipate advantages of the utmost importance to the whole Country, inasmuch 
as we cannot doubt that the Books thus prepared will, by degrees, be universally 
adopted in every School, whether public or private ; and while Education is thus 
facilitated by a uniform System of Instruction, the evils arising from the want of 
proper Books adapted to the inferior Schools will be removed, and the Children no 
longer exposed to the corruption of morals and perversion of principles too often 
arising from the Books actually in use. 

In such selection of Books for the new Schools we doubt not but it will be 
found practicable to introduce not only a number of Books in which moral prin- 
ciples will be inculcated, in such a manner as is likely to make deep and lasting 
impressions on the youthful mind, but also ample extracts from the Sacred Scrip- 
tures themselves, an early acquaintance with which we deem of the utmost im- 
portance, and indeed indispensable in forming the mind to just notions of duty, and 
sound principles of conduct. 

It appears to us that a Selection may be made, in which the most important 
parts of Sacred History shall be included, together with all the precepts of morality, 
and all the instructive examples by which those precepts are illustrated and enforced, 
and which shall not be liable to any of the objections which have been made to the 
use of the Scriptures in the course of Education. 

The study of such a Volume of Extracts from the Sacred Writings would, in 
our opinion, form the best preparation for that more particular religious Instruc- 
tion which it would be the Duty, and, we doubt not, the Inclination also, of their 
several Ministers of Religion to give, at proper times, and in other places, to the 
Children of their respective Congregations. 

To enter into a minute detail, or to define the Limits of the Instruction to be 
given in those Schools, or the manner in which it ought to be communicated, we 
deem not within our Province, but to belong to the duty of the Commissioners, 
whose appointment we have proposed, as the first step towards establishing a better 
System of Education for the Children of the lower orders of the people: at first 
we reckon that Instruction will be confined to Reading, Writing, and the common 
Rules of Arithmetic, taught at different prices, and with a free option to the 
Parents to have their Children instructed in one or all of them. Time and ex- 
perience will determine the expediency, and the means of giving, to such as may 
desire it, a more enlarged course of Education, and of providing for those whose 
Talents may deserve it, that instruction which their poverty might place beyond 
their reach : But we are of opinion, that more advantage will at present result 
from giving a limited Education to a considerable number, than from providing a 
better system for a few, particularly as Masters qualified for the latter purpose could 
scarcely be procured ; and we anticipate, as the first and most certain fruits of the 
appointment of these Commissioners, the selection and publication of a number of 
Books for the use of the Schools which they shall establish, a prompt and liberal 
Supply of which to the Schools at present in existence will produce immediate 
and beneficial effects. 

Having thus laid before your Grace the result of our deliberations, we beg leave 
to represent to your Grace, that it seems most expedient to make a trial, upon a 
limited scale, of what is here proposed, and to suggest, that the Commissioners 
above mentioned should at first proceed to erect only a small number of Schools 
in different parts of Ireland, upon the plans that have been recommended in this 
Report, trusting that such an experiment will throw new lights upon the subject; 
will tend to promote what may be generally advantageous, and correct the errors 
which unavoidably attend new institutions. 

I11 concluding this subject, we conceive it may be satisfactory to your Grace, 
that such papers, communicated to the Board by its Members, as contain more 
detailed circumstances applicable to the subject of General Education, should 
be added as an Appendix to this Report.; not meaning, however, thereby to 
indicate any approbation of their Contents further than as has already appealed 
in this Report. 

Having arrived at this advanced stage of our labours, we think it an act of 
indispensable justice to bear testimony, in the strongest manner, to the zealous 
exertions of' our Secretary, John Corneille, Esquire, from whose indefatigable 
744. P ams 
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pains, capacity, and accuracy, we have derived very efficient services towards the 
accomplishment of our multifarious Inquiries. 

Wc have not found it necessary to use the powers given by the Act establishing 
this Board, of appointing a second Secretary, inasmuch as Mr. Corneille has 
devoted his time for years in assisting our complicated investigations, with the 
most willing application, and ihe most exemplary fidelity. 

Wc consider the small salary of his office as a return altogether inadequate to 
his distinguished services; and as this has been a great national undertaking, we 
beg leave earnestly to recommend him to your Grace's notice, in order that he 
may obtain from the Government some permanent appointment, as an adequate 
reward for his past services. 



(Signed) WILLIAM ARMAGH, (r..s.) 

CHARLES CASIIEL, (us.) 

JA" KILLALLA, (us.) 

ISAAC CORRY, (us.) 

TIIO 3 ELRINGTON, Provost, (us.) 

RICHARD LOVELL EDGEWORTH, (us.) 
JA* WH 1 TELAW, (us.) 

J. LESLIE FOSTER. (us.) 



Dublin, 

30th October 181a. 
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APPENDIX, No. 1. 



ABSTRACT of the Returns from the following Dioceses furnished to Government 
in 1808. 



DIOCESES. 


Number of Schools 
kept by Masters who 
are Protcstunts. 


Number of Schools 
kept by Masters who 
are Roman Catholics. 


Number of Scholars 
who are 
Protestants. 


Number of Scholars 
Roman Catholics. 


Ardagh - 


21 


104 


1,068 


4,310 


Clogher - 
Cashel and Emly 


120 


221 


5 , 7 ° 2 




31 


* 9 ! 


746 


10,815 


Cork and Ross - 


7S 


103 


2,o82 


5,401 


Cloyne - 


36 


143 


952 


9,347 


Dromore - 
Clonfert and Kilmac- 


I05 


44 


3,806 


1,710 


duagh - 


7 


6 i 


233 


2,741 


Down and Connor 


286 


9 ° 


10,260 


3 , 6 ! 9 


Derry - 


154 


136 


5.835 


3,275 


Elphin - 


23 


110 


1,101 


4,051 


Leighlin and 


46 


144 


1,421 

2,406 


7.691 


Ferns - 


53 


161 


9,635 


Ivillaloe and Kilfenora 


43 


176 


i ,435 


1 0,077 


Kilmore - 


36 


113 


2,034 


4,059 


Meath - 


9 1 


231 


2,195 


12,225 


Ossory - 


19 


64 


299 


2,841 


Raphoe - 


73 


72 


2,381 


1,87s 


Tuam - 


23 


142 


633 


6,972 


Waterford and Lismore 


26 


159 


1,001 


10,162 




1,271 


2.465 


45,590 


“6,977 



N. B. Ardagh and Tuam are united Dioceses. 
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Appendix, No. 2. 



PARISH SCHOOLS. 

FOR the purpose of putting the Parochial Schools into a more effective situation, a sub- 
ject, the consideration of which we had deferred when making our Report upon them, we 
beg leave to state, that the number of Benefices in the several Dioceses in Ireland appears by 
the returns of the Archbishops and Bishops made to Parliament in the year 1806, to be 
1,182, — that these are composed of a number of Parishes, amounting in the whole to about 
2,400. If, therefore, a Parish School were to be established in each Parish of every Union, 
or that in some other mode of distribution, to be determined by the Bishops of the several 
Dioceses, the number of Parochial Schools should be made equal to the number of Parishes • 
and that if only fifty were to he taught in each School, education would thus be provided 
for 120,000 Children; and in this proceeding no difficulty would occur relative to local 
superintendence and control, circumstances which always embarrass establishments entirely 
new. 

For the support of the Masters of these Schools, in a manner adequate to the objects 
of the Institution, it is impossible to look to the contributions of the Clergy alone. — Not- 
withstanding that it would be highly expedient that their contributions should be paid with 
more regularity, and to a greater extent, than has been heretofore usual. It might not, it 
is submitted, be deemed unreasonable that they should be rated at a sum not exceeding two 
per cent, of their respective incomes, to be ascertained by the Bishops, in such manner as 
may seem to them to be most expedient. In aid of which, we submit,- that Lay-Impropriators 
should be made liable, as they are at present for the Diocesan Schools, to a similar charge 
on the amount of their tithes, and for the purpose of giving such assistance as shall supply 
the deficiency of the contributions already mentioned, and provide an adequate Salary for 
the Master ; and for building the School-houses, money, it is to be presumed, will be willingly 
granted by Parliament to the Commissioners of First-fruits from time to time, and by them, 
under proper regulations, given to the Rectors of the Parishes applying for aid. The repairs 
of the School-houses should be charged on the parishes themselves, and the money raised as 
for repairs of churches, with an express proviso that no right should from thence accrue 
to the several vestries to interfere in the appointment or removal of the Masters, or in the 
regulation of the Schools. For the purpose of carrying this plan into execution, it appears 
to us to be necessary that special powers should be granted' to the Bishops for enforcing 
the payment of contributions in their several Dioceses, and for exercising control over the 
several Schools in the most summary and effectual manner. 
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